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Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
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Taiwanese Patent Application No. 91121458 
Present Stage: First Examination 
Document: Decision of Rejection in First Examination 
Reference: Cited 

Translation 

TEXT : The present invention is unpatentable. 
BASIS : Section 20 (2) of the Patent Law. 
REASONS : 

1 . The image display apparatus of the present invention comprises a first 
circuit board, a second circuit board, a grid, a plurality of first columnar spacers 
and a plurality of second columnar spacers, the first spacers being shorter than 
the second spacers. 

- 2. The present invention is characterized in that the first spacers are 
provided between the grid and the first circuit board of the display apparatus, and 
the second spacers are provided between the grid and the second circuit board. 
However, spacers for use in a field emission display are already disclosed in U.S. 
Patent No. 5232549 published oh August 3, 1993. The spacers support a circuit 
board and have the same function as those of the present invention. In the 
present invention, the heights of the spacers are varied. Therefore, the present 
invention lacks an inventive step. 

3. As described above, the present invention would have been easily 
achieved by a person skilled in the art by applying the technologies that had 
existed before the present application was filed. Consequently, the present 
application does not satisfy the requirements for patent. 

4. Attached material: U.S. Patent No. 5232549 

For the reasons stated above, since the present invention fails to satisfy the 
requirements for patent, it is rejected under Section 20 (2) of the Patent Law. 

Note: If the applicant is dissatisfied with the above decision, it can request 
reexamination by filing a reason for request of reexamination in duplicate together 
with an official fee of NT$6,500 with the Patent Office within 30 days of the next 
day of the mailing date of this decision (if the number of pages of the specification 
and drawings exceeds 50, an official fee of NT$500 shall be paid for every 
additional 50 pages: if the number of pages is less than 50, it shall be counted as 
50). 



